


CONGRATULATIONS...
You’re a Senior!

What’s Next?

You have been waiting for high school graduation your whole life 
and now it’s close. Do you plan to continue your education at TCAT 
Dickson’s campus or the Clarksville campus? We sure hope so!

TCAT Dickson wants you to be prepared for your next steps into 
college.

This guide will give you information on the following:

Staying on Track

Staying on track to earn your high school diploma and knowing the 

next steps for continuing your education at TCAT Dickson are very 
important. In Step 5 of this guide, you will find a checklist that will 
help you stay organized and on track to reach your goals after 

graduation.

Review the entire college checklist before you begin trying to tackle 
each step. It is helpful to see the complete picture of everything that 
needs to happen before you begin completing each step. If you 

have any questions, contact Student Services at 615-551-2765 and 
we will be happy to help you through the process. Additional details 
are included within this guide that includes how to complete each 

step, such as applying and paying for college.

Why is TCAT Dickson Right for Me?

Picking Your Pathway
TCAT Dickson Program Offerings

How to Apply for Enrollment at TCAT Dickson

How to Pay for College:
What is Financial Aid? 

How to Complete the FAFSA
How to Apply for Tennessee Promise

Student Enrollment Process 
College Checklist
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Why is TCAT Dickson
 Right for Me?



Why is TCAT Dickson 
     Right for Me?
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ACADEMICS
ADMISSION 

REQUIREMENTS

16 Technical 

Program Offerings
No Application Fee

Training for In-Demand 

Careers

No Minimum GPA 

Requirement

College Accreditation:

Council on 

Occupational Education

No Entrance Tests

Required to Enroll for 

Most Programs

AFFORDABILITY
CAMPUS 

LOCATION/SIZE

Graduate with 

Zero Debt
Distance is Close to Home

Scholarships Available Short Walk to Classrooms

TN Promise-

Opportunity to Attend 

Tuition Free (Last Dollar 

Scholarship)

17-1 Student-Faculty Ratio

Offering Individualized 

Training
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Picking Your Pathway
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Picking Your Pathway!

TCAT Dickson offers the following programs:

Automotive Technology
Building Construction 

Technology
Computer Information 

Technology
Computer-Aided Design 

Technology

Cosmetology
Criminal Justice: 

Correctional Officer
Dental Assisting

Diesel Powered Equipment 
Technology

Digital Graphic Design
Heating, Ventilation, Air- 

Conditioning/Refrigeration
Industrial Electrical 

Maintenance/Mechatronics
Machine Tool Technology

Mechatronics Pharmacy Technology Practical Nursing
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How to Apply
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How to Apply for Admissions
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How to Apply - Checklist



10

How to Apply – Checklist #1
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How to Apply – Checklist #2
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How to Apply – Checklist #3
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How to Apply – Checklist #4
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How to ApplyHow to Apply – Checklist #5
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How to ApplyHow to Apply – Checklist #6
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How to ApplyHow to Apply – Checklist #7



17

How to Apply – Checklist #8
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How to Apply – Checklist #9
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How to Apply – Submission
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How to Apply – Terms Agreement
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How to Apply – Signature Page 
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How to Pay for College:

What is Financial Aid?

How to Complete the FAFSA

How to Apply for TN Promise



Paying for College
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If you are concerned about how to pay for college, consider this:

• In Tennessee, every resident has the opportunity to attend a technical 
college tuition-free through Tennessee Promise.

• There is help available. Financial aid can make paying for school 
possible!

• Your education is a long-term investment for your career success. On 
average, college graduates earn more than those with a high school 
diploma.

What is Financial Aid?

Financial aid is money to help you pay for college. It may be in the form 
of grants, scholarships, work-study programs, or a combination. The aid 
comes from federal and state governments, colleges, and private 
organizations.

Applying to receive financial aid is a separate process from applying for 
admission to TCAT; you have to complete both. For all government aid, 
apply by completing the FAFSA.

Primary Sources of Financial Aid

GRANTS are free money that doesn’t have to be repaid. Grants come 
from state and federal government as well as from colleges. Generally, 
grants are based on financial need which means they are awarded 
based on your family’s size and income. One example of a grant is the 
Pell Grant. For the current year, the maximum grant available to 
eligible students with the most financial need was $6,495. To be 
eligible, you must be a U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen and complete 
the FAFSA application.

SCHOLARSHIPS are also free money and come from a variety of 
resources such as state and federal governments to colleges and 
private companies or organizations. Scholarships may be awarded 
based on your financial need, academic achievement, community 
service, and county of residence.

WORK-STUDY allows you to receive funds through part-time 
employment at the college while you are enrolled. Students apply for 
Work-Study by submitting the FAFSA and an employment application 
with Student Services.

THIRD-PARTY COMMUNITY AGENCIES are agreements by an agency 
to pay all or a portion of a student’s tuition and fees. An example of 
this is the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) program. 
See the included Adult and Dislocated Worker WIOA Program flyer 
for more information.



Tennessee State 
Financial Aid

To qualify for a state scholarship or grant, a student must complete the 
FAFSA, be a U.S. citizen or an eligible non-citizen (with some exceptions) 
and be a Tennessee resident one year prior to the application deadline. In 
Tennessee, to be eligible for the most amount of scholarship money and 
financial aid, every senior must complete the FAFSA before March 1.

Wilder-Naifeh Technical Skills Grant
(TN Lottery scholarship)

The award amount is up to $2,000 per academic year.

• Requirements:
Available to anyone who enrolls in a certificate or diploma program at 
a Tennessee College of Applied Technology and meets the residency 
requirements

Tennessee Promise

The Tennessee Promise is a scholarship and mentoring program that allows 
Tennessee students to attend a technical college tuition-free. It provides 
students a last-dollar scholarship meaning the scholarship will cover the cost 
of tuition and mandatory fees not covered by the Pell Grant, Wilder-
Naifeh Grant, or the Tennessee Student Assistance Award. 

Requirements:

• Apply for the scholarship

• Complete the FAFSA

• Attend a mandatory mentor meeting

• Apply to TCAT

• Complete and report eight hours of community service per term

Tennessee Student Assistance Award (TSAA)

The amount of the award for TCAT students is $2,000. This amount 
changes often based on THEC's available funds.
Priority for this award is given to U.S. citizens.
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TSAC PORTAL INFORMATION

TSAC Portal Username: ________________________     TSAC Portal Password: ________________________

Challenge Question 1:  ______________________________________________________________________

Answer: __________________________________________________________________________________

Challenge Question 2:  ______________________________________________________________________

Answer: __________________________________________________________________________________

Challenge Question 3:  ______________________________________________________________________

Answer: __________________________________________________________________________________

Applying for the Tennessee Promise
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To apply for the Tennessee Promise Scholarship, you must first create a student account in the TSAC 
Portal. Remember, if you are a dual enrollment student, you probably already have a TSAC student 
account. You will use the same log in information to apply for the Tennessee Promise. It is extremely 
important that you save your log in information for the TSAC Portal because this portal allows you to not 
only apply for the Tennessee Promise but also for other scholarships from the State of Tennessee.

To create a student account for the TSAC portal:

1. Visit www.tn.gov/tsacstudentportal

2. Click the TSAC Student Portal box

3. Click “Register”, and if this is your first visit, Click "Create a Log in"

4. Enter the required information including:

a. Your first and last name exactly as it appears on your Social Security card

b. Your Social Security number

c. Your date of birth

d. Your email address

It is extremely important that all information is entered correctly. Please check 

it before submitting and do not guess your Social Security number.

Failure to provide accurate information will cause a delay in determining your 
scholarship eligibility or potential loss of an award.

Applying for the Tennessee Promise is not complete once a student portal account has been created. You 
must also submit the scholarship application.

To apply for the scholarship, you must:
1. Re-enter your Username and Password and answer the challenge question

2. Accept the “User Agreement”

3. Click the “Apply” button

4. Select the Tennessee Promise Scholarship and submit the online application
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Frequently Asked Questions

Who is eligible for Tennessee Promise?

Any high school senior who graduates from a Tennessee eligible high school or completes a Tennessee 

home school program can apply for the Promise. Students will apply in early fall of their high school senior 
year and begin working with a mentor and attending mandatory meetings in their counties by January. 

While the Tennessee Promise is available to all students regardless of socioeconomic status, partnering 

organizations will work with high school guidance counselors 
to  target  at‐risk  students  who  would  otherwise  not  pursue  any  education  beyond  high  school. The 

program will launch with the graduating class of 2015.

How many students are projected to apply and enter a community or technical college with Tennessee 
Promise?

More than 25,000 students are expected to apply, which represents 40 percent of graduating seniors. All 

applicants will receive a mentor. While more than 25,000 high school seniors are expected to apply each 
year, many students will use Tennessee Promise as a safety net. In other words, they will take advantage of 

the resources offered by Tennessee Promise partnering organizations (e.g., FAFSA filing assistance, mentor 

encouragement) but pursue a college outside of Tennessee Promise eligibility. Typically, the number of 
students entering will be half of those applying at any given high school.

At what schools can you use Tennessee Promise?

Students can use the Tennessee Promise at any of Tennessee’s 24 colleges of applied technology (TCATs), 
13 community colleges or any in-state independent or four-year public university offering an associate’s 

degree.

Why does Tennessee Promise only cover technical certificates, diplomas, and two-‐year degrees?
There are several reasons why we have focused the Tennessee Promise on certificate and two -year 

programs:

1. While we will need more of all degrees, forecasts show that much of our increased workforce demand 
will be in skills provided at our TCATs and community colleges.

2. TCATs and community colleges are cost effective and allow the state to offer last-dollar funds to all 

students.  On average, annual tuition at Tennessee community colleges is $4,000 compared to $8,000 
at four-year schools.

3. Students who earn an associate’s degree and transfer to a four-year university will save up to 

50  percent in tuition and fees.
4. Roughly 70 percent of first-time full-time freshmen entering Tennessee’s public community colleges 

require remediation. TCATs and community colleges provide an effective foundation for students to 

complete any learning support requirements.

How will a student enroll in Tennessee Promise?

Once a partnering organization is setup in a county or LEA, it will work closely with high school counselors 

to heighten awareness of the program. Organizations will attend college nights and fairs to ensure all 
students know about Tennessee Promise and have the opportunity to apply.

STUDENT REQUIREMENTS

What are the student requirements?
To receive Tennessee Promise, a student must:

Participate and meet all requirements of a Tennessee Promise partnering organization.

Apply senior year and meet established application deadlines.
Attend all scheduled team meetings and a mandatory college orientation.
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4. Begin at the postsecondary institution in the fall directly following high school graduation and 

remain at an eligible institution for consecutive semesters. (A student may begin at his/her 

postsecondary institution in the spring or summer directly following high school graduation; 

however, the student will be responsible for incurred tuition and fees until fall.)

5. Maintain at least 12 hours each semester.

6. Attend a postsecondary institution for consecutive semesters. (If a student withdraws from all 

classes during the semester, he/she will no longer be eligible.)

7. Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) by February 1st of each year 

beginning in high school and throughout his/her postsecondary experience

8. Maintain satisfactory academic progress. At most institutions, this is the equivalent of maintaining 

a 2.0 GPA each semester.

9. Complete at least eight hours of community service each semester.

10. Failure to complete a requirement will result in loss of eligibility.

Do non-US citizens qualify for Tennessee Promise?

No.  In order to qualify, students must be able to complete the FAFSA as well as qualify for in -state 

tuition.

Why isn’t Tennessee Promise available for non-‐traditional students too?

We simply don’t have the money to also provide free community college for all returning adults. 

Meanwhile, there are many things that we are doing for our non-‐traditional students now.

FUNDING

What is the cost of funding Tennessee Promise?

The estimated annual cost of Tennessee Promise is $34 million to provide students with five 

consecutive semesters. The fifth semester addresses the nearly 70 percent of Tennessee high school 

graduates enrolling in community college who require at least one remedial class.

How will the Tennessee Promise be funded?

The Tennessee Promise will be funded within existing resources by interest from the newly 

established  Tennessee Promise endowment and by changing the HOPE award for students attending 

community colleges from $2,000 per 

year to $3,000  per  year,  while  reducing  the  award  amount  at  the  four--

‐year  institutions  for  freshmen  and  sophomores  from $4,000 per year to $3,000 per year. The 

endowment will continue to grow as any net lottery proceeds above the general shortfall reserve will 

be added to the Tennessee Promise endowment.

What does Tennessee Promise fund?

Tennessee Promise is a last-dollar scholarship that funds any leftover tuition and fees at TCATs, two-

year, and four-year schools offering associate’s 

degrees  once  all  other  aid,  with  the  exception  of  loans  and  work-study,  has  been  applied. 

Tennessee Promise funds cannot be used for books or cost of attendance fees. Cost of attendance 

fees include costs like travel and gas expenses.

How will the funds be administered?

After students meet all Tennessee Promise requirements and all other financial aid, with the exception 

of loans and work-study has been exhausted, the Tennessee Student Assistance Corporation (TSAC) 

will send the funds directly to the institutions. The process for payment will be very similar to the 

distribution of TSAA grants and lottery scholarships.

When does the student get the cash for the scholarship?

Students never directly receive funding from Tennessee Promise. The partnering organizations will 

provide a final list of Promise students to TSAC.  TSAC will then send the funds directly to the colleges 

each semester.

PARTNERING ORGANIZATIONS REQUIREMENTS

What are the requirements of a partnering organization that will administer Tennessee Promise?

In order to administer Tennessee Promise funds, an organization must:
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1. Operate as a college access and success program serving Tennessee students and adopt the student 

requirements of the Tennessee Promise scholarship.

2. Partner with Tennessee community and technical colleges.

3. Offer a mentoring program to students with a maximum 10:1 student to mentor ratio.

4. Organize local or regional advisory councils to serve as advocates for the program.

5. Sustain operations without state funding.

6. Partnering organizations must also have a commitment to college access and completion.

How will partnering organizations measure effectiveness?

Tennessee Promise partnering organizations will report data by high school, county, and postsecondary 

institution where appropriate. Below are measures TSAC will utilize to determine a partnering 

organization’s effectiveness:

(1)   scholarship cost per student,

(2)   college-going rate,

(3)   percent first generation,

(4)   percent low-income,

(5)   ACT composite and sub-scores,

(6)   GPA,

(7)   FAFSA filing rate,

(8)   outside funding,

(9)   attempted/completed hours, and

(10) retention rates (fall-spring; fall-fall)

(11) transfer rates

(12) completion rates.

MENTOR AND COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

How many mentors will be needed to administer Tennessee Promise?

Tennessee Promise will work with partnering organizations to secure at least 5,000 volunteer mentors to 

work with its applicants.

Who qualifies as a mentor?

Tennessee Promise partnering organizations determine the specifics of mentoring; however, at a minimum, a  

mentor must be at least 21 years old and provide information for a background check. The mentor applies 

online to participate with a partnering organization.   The mentor will choose a high school and receive up 

to 10 students to mentor.   The role of the mentor is to eliminate the barriers associated with college access 

by serving as an encourager and task master. Partnering organizations will host mandatory student 

meetings in each county where mentors and students will interact. All mentors must be trained by a 

partnering organization prior to mentoring Tennessee Promise students.

How does Tennessee Promise encourage local participation?

After meeting with local stakeholders in each county to launch Tennessee Promise, partnering organizations 

will establish local or regional advisory councils. Each council will consist of at least five members who will 

be responsible for raising awareness of the program as well as recruiting local mentors. The members on 

each advisory council should include a community college president, a TCAT director, a business leader, an 

education advocate, and an elected official.

__________________________________________

i. Tennessee Promise defines an eligible high school as TN public secondary school; private secondary school that is 

located in the state and is approved by the state board of ed. as a Category 1, 2, or 3; a secondary school 

operated by the DOD on a military base that is located in whole or part in TN; an out-of-state public secondary 

school located in a county bordering TN that residents are authorized to attend.

ii. A student who completed high school in a Tennessee home school associated with a church-related school as 

defined by § 49-50-801 and registered with the Tennessee local school district that the student would otherwise 

attend or an independent home school student whose parent or guardian has given notice to the local director of 

a Tennessee school district under § 49-6-3050(b)(1) of intent to conduct a home school.
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WIOA also helps 

recent high 

school graduates!



Federal Student Aid

What is federal student aid?

Federal student aid comes from the federal government—specifically, the 
U.S. Department of Education. It’s money that helps a student pay for 
higher education expenses. Federal student aid covers such expenses as 
tuition and fees, books and supplies, and transportation. There are three 
main types of federal student aid: grants, work-study, and loans. TCAT 
Dickson does not participate in the student loan option.

Who gets federal student aid?

Every student who meets certain eligibility requirements can get some type 
of federal aid, regardless of age or family income. Some of the most basic 
eligibility requirements that you must meet are:

• Demonstrate financial need, for most programs

• Be a U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen

• Have a valid Social Security number

• Register (if you haven’t already) with Selective Service if you are a 
male between ages 18–25

• Be enrolled or accepted for enrollment in an eligible degree or 
certificate program

• Maintain satisfactory academic progress while enrolled in college

The full list of eligibility requirements is available at 
https://www.StudentAid.gov/eligibility.

How do you apply for federal student aid?

To apply for federal student aid, you must complete the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).
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Federal Student Aid

Favorite FAFSA Links:

https://studentaid.gov/articles/things-you-need-for-fafsa/  
List of paperwork and information needed

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid
Link to the FAFSA form

https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out
How to prepare to do the FAFSA (how to get FSA ID, how to 
determine dependency status, how to sign and submit the 
form)

https://studentaid.gov/sites/default/files/fafsa-process.png 
Graphic showing the whole FAFSA process

https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-
out/help  Frequently asked questions for students and parents; 
also has contact information for the help center

https://www.nitrocollege.com/fafsa-application  
Step by step breakdown of every question on the FAFSA with 
screenshots
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Federal Student Aid
An OFFICE of the U.S. DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION

FAFSA.gov

TCAT Dickson's School Code: 013955

https://studentaid.gov/articles/things-you-need-for-fafsa/
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid
https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out
https://studentaid.gov/sites/default/files/fafsa-process.png
https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out/help
https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out/help
https://www.nitrocollege.com/fafsa-application


What Types of Federal 
Student Aid are Available?

Program and 

Type of Aid

Program Information Award Amount 
(Subject to Change)

Federal Pell Grant

A grant does not 

need to be repaid.

For students with financial need who 

have not earned a bachelor’s or 

professional degree.

(StudentAid.gov/Pell-grant)

Amounts change 

annually. Currently, 

the maximum award 

amount is $7,395

Federal 

Supplemental 

Educational 

Opportunity Grant 

(FSEOG)

For students with exceptional 

financial need; federal Pell Grant 

recipients take priority; funds 

depend on availability at school.

(StudentAid.gov/fseog)

Up to $4,000

Federal Work-Study

Work study is money 

earned through a 

job and doesn’t have 

to be repaid.

For TCAT students, part-time jobs 

are available on-campus. Money is 

earned while attending school.

Your total work-study award 

depends on:

-When you apply

-Your level of financial need

-Your school’s funding level

(StudentAid.gov/workstudy)

No annual minimum 

or maximum amounts
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Pre-FAFSA Information

Before you sit down to file the FAFSA, it is important that you take the time 
to gather all of the information you will need. Use this checklist to make 
sure you have everything you need with you when you get ready to file 
the FAFSA.

Information

❑ Your personal email address and cell phone number

❑ Parent's email address and cell phone number

❑ If you are a Tennessee resident, the month and year you began living in 
Tennessee

❑ If your parents are Tennessee residents, the month and year your 
parents began living in Tennessee

❑ Your Social Security number

❑ Your parents’ Social Security numbers

❑ If you are not a U.S. citizen, your permanent resident/green card

❑ Your parents’ dates of birth

❑ Your driver’s license or state ID, if you have one

❑ The month and year your parents were married, divorced, or 
separated

❑ The highest level of school your parents completed

Documents

❑ W-2 forms for you and your parents

❑ Federal income tax forms for you and your parents from two years 
prior

❑ Most current statements from all accounts (checking, savings, investments, 
etc.)

❑ Child support paid or received

❑ Value of investments, farms, or business

❑ Other prior year benefits (workers comp, military, clergy)
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Filing the FAFSA
Most federal and state financial aid programs require you to complete the 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). Filing the FAFSA is free! 
We’ve made it easy for you to gather the information you will need to 
complete the FAFSA. The FAFSA is an important part of your higher 
education journey, and it might even mean free money to cover your 
college costs.

1. Get your FSA ID (you and your parent).

• Creating an FSA ID takes about fifteen minutes and should be done in 
advance of completing the FAFSA form online.

• The FSA ID will also follow you through all of your college career, so 
make certain that you are correctly entering the information and using 
an email and phone number that will not change after you graduate 

high school or move to another residence.

2. Complete the FAFSA (with your parent). 

• When you and your parent/guardian are ready to complete the 

FAFSA, you will need your parent/guardian and yourself to have an 
FSA ID. Go back to step 1 if you and your parent/guardian have not 

yet created an FSA ID.

• The FAFSA requires financial information from your parents/guardians 

so that the Federal Government knows whether or not you are eligible 
for financial aid. Colleges also look at these numbers to offer you 

additional financial support and resources to help you succeed after 
you have been admitted.

• Your high school counselor and college financial aid department will be 
an incredible support to you as you go through the process.

• You will have to complete the FAFSA each academic year to receive 
financial aid from TN Promise, the Federal Government, and your 

college so make sure that you know how to complete the form. 

3. Review your Student Aid Report (SAR).

• After your FAFSA has been received by the Federal Government and 

your TCAT, it is important to review all components of the Student Aid 
Report.

• Your Estimated Family Contribution (EFC) is the dollar that the Federal 
Government believes your family can annually pay for college 

expenses. The lower the EFC, the more likely you will earn Pell Grant 
dollars.

• Estimated awards on the Student Aid report do not reflect actual 
awards.
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Remember – Filing the FAFSA is a requirement for all state 

scholarships, including the Tennessee Promise. Make sure you 

complete the FAFSA by the published deadline to remain eligible to 

receive the Tennessee Promise Scholarship.
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The first step to completing your FAFSA is to create an FSA ID (a username and password). Your FSA ID 
gives you access to Federal Student Aid’s online system and serves as your legal signature. Only create 
an FSA ID using your own personal information and for your own exclusive use.

You’ll use your FSA ID every year you are in college to complete the FAFSA and review your federal 
student aid. Fill in this form as you create your FSA ID so you have the information when you need it to 
log in later. The student’s email address and password should be used for the student’s FSA ID.

To create an FSA ID, go to: https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch

Student Information

Email Address: _______________________________

Username: ___________________________________

Password: ___________________________________

Date of Birth: _________________________________

CHALLENGE QUESTION ANSWER

Parent Information (If Applicable)*
*Note – If your parents have created an FSA ID for themselves when applying for aid for an older 

sibling, they will use the same FSA ID to help you file your FAFSA.

Email Address: _______________________________

Username: ___________________________________

Password: ___________________________________

Date of Birth: _________________________________

Step 1: The FSA ID

CHALLENGE QUESTION ANSWER

THIS INFORMATION SHOULD BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL AND STORED IN A SECURE LOCATION

https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch


Step 2: Filing the FAFSA
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After creating your FSA ID, the next step is to file your FAFSA! There are two ways that you can file 

your FAFSA:

1. Online at https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa

2. Through the myStudentAid Mobile App. Download the app in the Apple App store (iOS) or Google 

Play (Android)

If you need help filing the FAFSA, contact the TCAT Financial Aid Department at 615-551-8757 

to find out when you and your family can get assistance completing the form.

When filing the FAFSA. questions often arise about dependency status, parental information, and 

citizenship status. Below, you will find some charts to help you answer those questions.

What is my dependency status?

The following statements will determine your dependency status for the FAFSA. 

Mark any that are true.

❑ I am homeless or at risk of being homeless.

❑ Since I turned age 13, both of my parents were deceased.

❑ I was a dependent or ward of the court since turning 13.

❑ I am currently or I was in legal guardianship.

❑ I am currently or I was an emancipated minor.

❑ I was in foster care since turning age 13.

❑ I am married.

❑ I now have or will have children for whom I provide more than half of their support.

❑ I have dependents (other than children or my spouse) who live with me and I provide more than 

half of their support.

❑ I am serving on active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces.

If you marked any of the statements, you are independent and will not provide parental information 

on the FAFSA.

If none of the statements are true, you are a dependent student and must provide parental information 

on the FAFSA. Dependent students are required to include parent information on the FAFSA. Use the 

guide on the next page to figure out which parent's information to include on the FAFSA.

Adapted from Federal Student Aid "Do I have to provide my parents information on the FA FSA" infographic. studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa


After Completing the FAFSA
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1. Review Your FAFSA Confirmation Page 

After you complete the FAFSA form online and select “SUBMIT,” you’ll see a confirmation page like the 

one below. This is not your financial aid offer. You’ll get that separately from the school(s) you apply to 

and get into. Your school(s) calculate your aid. 

The confirmation page provides federal aid estimates 

based on the information you provided on your FAFSA form. 

It’s important to know that these figures are truly estimates 

and assume the information you provided on the FAFSA 

form is correct. To calculate the actual amount of aid you’re 

eligible for, your school will take into account other factors, 

such as the cost to attend the school. Additionally, these 

estimates only take into account federal aid and not outside 

scholarships or state and institutional financial assistance you 

may also be eligible for.

2. Review Your Expected Family Contribution (EFC)

The information you report on your FAFSA form is used to calculate your EFC. It’s very important to 

note that the EFC is not the amount of money your family will have to pay for college. Instead, the EFC 

is an index number used by financial aid offices to calculate your financial need. The formula they use 

is: 

Cost of attendance – Expected family contribution = Your financial “need” 

Each school will do its best to meet your financial need. Some schools may meet 100 percent of your 

financial need, and other schools may only meet 10 percent—it just depends on the school and the 

financial aid they have available that year. You should complete the FAFSA form annually because 

there are many factors that can change from year to year. 

3. Be on the Lookout for Your Aid Offer(s) 

The FAFSA form is made available on October 1st. Even if you submit it early, that doesn’t mean you’ll 

get an aid offer right away. Each school has a different schedule for awarding and paying out 

financial aid. 

Remember that your school disburses your aid, not the “FAFSA people” (Federal Student Aid). Contact 

your school’s financial aid office for details about when they send out aid offers. If you want to see an 

estimate of your school’s average annual cost, visit CollegeScorecard.ed.gov. If you want to report 

significant changes in your family or financial situation, contact your school’s financial aid office.



Step 3: Review my Student Aid Report (SAR)
What is it, how do I get one, and why is it important?
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What is the SAR?

The Student Aid Report (SAR) summarizes the 

information you submitted on your FAFSA and 

provides information about financial aid 

eligibility based on that information. A sample 

SAR is shown on the next page.

How and when will I get my SAR?

After you submit your Free Application for 

Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), you'll get your 

personal SAR (within three days if you complete 

the FAFSA online; within three weeks if you mail 

the paper FAFSA). Whether you receive your SAR 

online or through the mail depends on whether 

you provide an email address on your FAFSA. If 

you provide a valid email address, you'll receive 

an email with instructions on how to access an 

online copy of your SAR. If you have an FSA ID 

(username and password) and your FAFSA has 

been processed, you can log in at www.fafsa.gov

to view your SAR information regardless of how 

you filed the FAFSA. The school(s) you list on your 

FAFSA will have access to your SAR data 

electronically within a day after it is processed.

What information does a SAR contain (and not 

contain)?

The SAR won't tell you how much financial aid 

you'll get, but if your application is complete, an 

Expected Family Contribution (EFC) will display in 

the upper right-hand corner of your SAR

and your estimated Pell Grant amount will be 

provided. If your application is incomplete, your 

SAR will not include an EFC or Pell amount, but it 

will tell you what you need to do to resolve any 

issues.

The SAR also contains a four-digit Data Release 

Number (DRN), which appears on the first page in 

the upper right corner of the SAR. You will need 

the DRN if you allow your college to change 

information on your FAFSA.

What am I supposed to do with my SAR?

When you get your SAR, review it carefully to 

make sure it's correct and complete. Take a 

copy of it to your college/career counselor to 

get help reviewing it. The school(s) you listed on 

your FAFSA will use SAR information to 

determine your eligibility for federal and state 

financial aid. A school may ask you to verify the 

accuracy of the data you provide on the FAFSA, 

so you need to be sure the information is correct.

If you don't have any changes to make to the 

information listed on your SAR, just keep it for 

your records.

What if my SAR does not list an EFC?

If your EFC is blank on your SAR or if there is a 

"C" after the number, you need to make 

corrections to your FAFSA. It is extremely

important that you make these corrections to 

your FAFSA to receive financial aid. Your SAR 

will provide you with details about the errors in 

your FAFSA.

What if there is an asterisk (*) next to my EFC?

If there is an asterisk (*) next to your EFC, this 

means that your FAFSA has been selected for 

verification. Being selected for verification is 

quite common. This just means that you will need 

to work with your college to complete a few 

extra steps to verify the information you 

provided on your FAFSA.



Sample SAR
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This  is your Expected Family 
Contribution.The number may be all zeros, 

or a  combination of zeros and other 
numbers, but if it i s blank or there is “C” 

after the number, you need to make 
corrections to your FAFSA or you won’t get 
any a id. The details are in the body of the 

SAR Below.

Although you are instructed to use the 
“checklist" below, it’s not formatted like 

a checklist; read everything below this 
instruction very carefully and do what it 

says! Your FAFSA is not considered 

”complete” until  you do.

If you are chosen for verification, it will 
appear here. This is very common. 

Contact your selected school’s financial 
aid office for further instructions. You will  

not be awarded any financial aid until 

verification is complete.

You must log back into the FAFSA to 

make any corrections indicated above.



Making Corrections on 
Your FAFSA

After filing the FAFSA, use the following checklist and flow chart on the 
next page to make sure that your FAFSA is complete, does not require 
corrections, and that your financial information has been sent to the correct 
college.

Log in to the FAFSA with your FSA ID: Is your chosen college listed on your 
FAFSA? If not, make changes to your FAFSA to ensure that school is on your 
list so that your college gets your financial aid information.

Click “View or Print Your Student Aid Report” and review the information: 
Look closely at lines 18, 29, 30, and 69.

Line 18: Student’s legal state of residence. Make sure that you filled out 
that you’re a resident of Tennessee (TN) to receive state financial aid.

Line 29: Student’s grade level. You should answer “Never attended 
college/1st year.” Other answers might make the system think you are a 
student who is working on an advanced degree and may disqualify you 
from financial aid that is meant for students working on a certificate, 
diploma, associate or bachelor’s degree.

Line 30: Type of degree or certificate. Depending on the college you’ve 
chosen, you’ll want to select one of the following options:

• 1st bachelor’s degree (if you plan on attending a four-year university 
for a bachelor’s degree)

• Associate degree, general education/transfer program (if you plan 
on attending a community college and later transferring or if you are 
using Tennessee Promise towards an associate degree at a four-year 
university)

• Certificate/diploma, occupational/technical education program of 
less than two years (if you are enrolling in a TCAT, a technical 
school, or a trade school)

Line 69: Parent’s legal state of residence. Make sure that you’ve filled out 
that your parents live in Tennessee, as this is important for establishing that 
you are a Tennessee resident for state aid and in-state tuition.

Log in to your TSAC student portal https://www.tn.gov/collegepays/tsac-
student-portal.html: Which college did you list on your account? If that 
college does not match the college you plan to attend, change it. The 
college listed on your TSAC student portal is the college that will receive 
your scholarship money for state financial aid like the Tennessee Promise.

Check your mail or call your campus to speak to financial aid. Ask them to 
confirm that your financial aid documents are complete. They be sending 
your information in the mail during the summer, so be sure to open any 
mail from them and complete action items before the deadlines.
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https://www.tn.gov/collegepays/tsac-student-portal.html
https://www.tn.gov/collegepays/tsac-student-portal.html


FAFSA Verification -
  Did you receive an EFC?

41

YES 
Does the EFC number have an 

asterisk (*) next to it?

YES
An asterisk next to the EFC 

number means that you have 

been selected for verification. 

Verification is not a mistake 

that you made, it is just 

another step in the process of 

receiving your full amount of 

financial aid. You will need a 

copy of your parent’s federal 

income tax transcript and may 

need to send additional 

information to your college of 

choice. Talk to your college’s 

financial aid office if you 

have questions about 

verification. Be sure to check 

your college’s student portal 

to see if any additional 

information or forms must be 

submitted before you register 

for classes.

NO
You have not 

been selected for 

verification. Make 

sure that you are 

checking your 

college’s student 

portal, your 

student email, 

and/or your mail 

for important 

enrollment 

information.

NO
Information is missing on your 

FAFSA and it is incomplete. 

Review page 1 of the SAR to 

determine what information 

needs to be corrected. You 

will need to sign into the 

FAFSA with your FSA ID and 

select “Make FAFSA 

Corrections” to complete your 

FAFSA. After making 

corrections, you will need to 

submit the FAFSA. If you 

provided an email address, 

another SAR will be available 

within three to five days 

online. If you did not provide 

an email address, a paper 

SAR will be mailed to your 

address.

START
Access your SAR (Student Aid Report) by logging in to www.fafsa.gov with your FSA ID. 

Select the “View or Print your Student Aid Report” option at the bottom of the screen. 

Is there a number next to the EFC?
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Student Enrollment Process 

College Checklist



Student Enrollment Process
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APPLY FOR ADMISSION
• Go to www.tcatdickson.edu, select “Future Students”, “Admissions”, and then 

“Apply Now”. If this is the student’s first time applying, select “First time user account 

creation” to access the application.

• Upon login, select an application type:

>>New College Applicant if this is the student’s first time applying to this TCAT.

• Previous Dual Enrolled and Special Industry students should complete the new 

college applicant option.

>>Returning TCAT Applicant if the student was previously enrolled at this TCAT.

>>Dual enrollment if the student is currently enrolled in high school and plans to take dual

 enrollment courses.

>>Special Industry/Supplemental if the student is enrolling in a special industry or

 supplemental course.

• Complete all applicable sections and requirements then select “Application is complete” to submit.

• To view the status of your application and/or required admissions documents, login using the link at 

https://tcatdickson.edu/future-students/admissions.

REVIEW YOUR EMAIL AND CONFIRM ACCESS/ACCEPTANCE

• Information is sent via email from a No-Reply email address. These emails are not spam as they contain 

important instructions.

>>Activate and check your account frequently. College issued email is the official method of

 communication at the TCAT.

• Email notification is sent if an applicant’s choice of program does not currently have availability.

• If the applicant is accepted, they must follow instructions in the email to login to the student portal and 

confirm acceptance.

• If the student applied for financial aid and is eligible, they will receive an award notice via campus 

email.

APPLY FOR FINANCIAL AID (OPENS YEARLY OCTOBER 1)
• Complete a FAFSA at www.fafsa.gov. Students select their TCAT’s school code when completing the 

application. TCAT Dickson’s school code is 013955.

• Application information is sent to the TCAT listed on the FAFSA. Financial aid processing begins after 

submission of an application for admission and acceptance. Award notices are sent via campus email, 

after confirmation of attendance.

FINANCIAL AID REQUIREMENTS/ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
• Students are notified via campus email or may view information through the My TCAT portal, if 

randomly selected for the verification process. A list of documents is included that a student must submit 

to complete the verification process. Financial aid is not finalized until verification is complete.

• For more information, visit https://tcatdickson.edu/future-students/fafsa-verification.

• If a student is receiving additional financial aid resources, they must contact the Financial Aid Office.

COMPLETE NEW STUDENT ORIENTATION AND REGISTER FOR COURSES

• The TCAT will contact the student to complete New Student Orientation.

• After orientation, the student registers for courses via the student portal. Sign -in, select Registration icon, 

then Register for Classes icon, then select the Register for Classes link. From there select the appropriate 

term, then review the “Block” and select “Submit” if correct. Otherwise, contact the Student Services 

Office.
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PAY ANY REMAINING CHARGES
• If a student has charges not covered by financial aid, they must pay to attend class. For more 

information regarding payment of fees, visit https://tcatdickson.edu/future-students/payment-and-

refunds.

A REFUND IS ISSUED IF FINANCIAL AID EXCEEDS THE BALANCE DUE

• Financial aid disbursements begin 30 days after the first day of class. If a student’s amount of aid 

awarded exceeds the balance due, a direct deposit or check for the amount will be issued to the 

student within 14 days of disbursement.

• Direct deposit is the fastest method of receiving a refund. View directions for signing up for direct 

deposit at https://tcatdata.tbr.edu/site s/default/files/Direct%20Deposit%20Instructions.pdf .

• A student will see a direct deposit/check refund date in the student portal. However, this date indicates 

refund processing, not the date the institutions release funds.

Tennessee College of Applied Technology Dickson does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 

religion, creed, ethnicity or national origin, sex, disability, age status as a protected veteran, or any 

other class protected by Federal or State laws and regulations and by Tennessee Board of Regents 

policies with respect to employment, programs, and activities.

The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding nondiscrimination policies:

Laura Travis, Vice President

TitleIX@tcatdickson.edu

Main Campus

740 Highway 46 South

Dickson, TN 37055

615-551-8923

The Tennessee College of Applied Technology Dickson’s policy on nondiscrimination can be found at 

https://tcatdickson.edu/about/non-discrimination-statement .

https://tcatdickson.edu/future-students/payment-and-refunds
https://tcatdickson.edu/future-students/payment-and-refunds
https://tcatdata.tbr.edu/sites/default/files/Direct%20Deposit%20Instructions.pdf
https://tcatdickson.edu/about/non-discrimination-statement


College Checklist
Congratulations on all of your hard work that has gotten you to this 

point…planning your next steps to continue your education. If you have 

decided to enroll at TCAT Dickson, review the following checklist to make 

sure you have completed all of the necessary steps to enroll.

❑ Tour one of our 16 exciting programs to select your chosen career 

path.

❑ Complete an online enrollment application. Depending on the 

popularity of your selected program, there may be a waiting 

list. (https://tcatdickson.edu/future-students/admissions)

❑ Send official documents if needed. For example, Practical Nursing 

students must submit a final high school transcript and specific 

immunization records.

❑ If you are male and 18 years old or older, register for Selective 

Service (www.sss.gov/register)

❑ Set up campus email (instructions will be emailed after application 

is submitted)

❑ Complete Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) October-

January (https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid ) TCAT Dickson 

School Code: 013955

❑ Correct any errors on your FAFSA and complete verification if 

selected. (TCAT Financial aid will notify you by your school email.)

❑ Financial Aid Questions? Contact: Jordan.Parrish@tcatdickson.edu

❑ Complete Tennessee Promise application November 1st

https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/collegepays/tsac-student-portal.html

❑ Complete Tennessee Promise meeting and service requirements each 

term

❑ Attend new student orientation. Once a seat is available, applicants 

will be notified by phone/email. At orientation, applicants will learn 

the necessary policies/procedures to make them a successful student.

❑ Confirm your seat. Once you have been notified a seat is available, 

you will be asked to log in to your student portal and confirm you will 

be enrolling.

❑ Register for Classes. Instructions will be provided in your enrollment 

packet how to register for classes online. You will not select individual 

courses but will enroll in a program that has all courses assigned.

❑ Make arrangements for transportation to and from college.

❑ Check your student email address and portal continually.

❑ Plan for additional costs. There are more expenses associated with 

college than just tuition. Make sure you have a plan to pay for items 

like books and transportation throughout the school year.
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https://tcatdickson.edu/future-students/admissions
http://www.sss.gov/register
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid
mailto:Jordan.Parrish@tcatdickson.edu
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/collegepays/tsac-student-portal.html
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